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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



A method for forming a frame of data, comprising: 

determining an outer quality metric in accordance with a plurality of 
information bits; 

determining at least one inner quality metric in accordance with a group 
of information bits; and 

>rming the fram e comprising at least the plurality of information bits, 
the outer quality metric, and the at least one inner quality metric. 

2. The method of claim 1 whetfeinjthe determining at least one inner quality 
metric comprises 

determiningNa number of groik 
each of the groups having an inner que 1 

determining each, of the inner 
associated group of information bits. 



inf 



rmation bits to be recovered, 
lity metric) associated therewith; and 
qualit^metrics in accordance with the 



3. A method for recoveriW at least one group of information bits in a 
received frame of data, comprisi 

recovering the at least one\group of information bits when an outer 
quality metric indicates that the frameJias been received correctly; and 

recovering the at least one grofcro of information bits when an inner 
quality metric corresponding to the at least one group of information bits 
indicates that the at least one group of information bits in the frame has been 
received correctly when the frame has not beek received correctly. 



4. The method of claim 3 wherein the recovering the at least one group of 
information bits when an inner quality metric corresponding to the at least one 
group of information bits indicates that the at least one group of information 
bits in the frame has been received correctly comprises: 

determining a number of the inner quality metrics; 

determining, for each of the number of the inner quality metrics, 
whether a group of information bi/cs corresponding to the inner quality metric 
has been received correctly; and 

recovering the at lest ^ne group of information bits, which were 
determined to be receive d corre ctly. 



A atH^aratus for forinini 
process^; and 



le of data, comprising: 



4 
6 
8 
10 



[QCPA000320] 



* 



12 




a storage medium coupled to the processor and containing a set of 
jtructions executable by the processor to: 

{determine an outer Quality \me trie in accordance with a plurality of 
information bits; 

deterfcnine^at least one init£ii quality rAetric in accordance with a group of 
information; ant 

form the frafche- cfcmiprising !at fgast the plurality of information bits, the 
outer quality metric, ancHmat least one inner quality metric. 



6. The apparatus of claim 5 v^erein the processor determines at least one 
2 inner quality metric by executing a ser^ instructions to: 

determine a number of groups of lhfcrmation bits to be recovered, each 
4 of the groups having an inner quality metric a^pciated therewith; and 

determine each of the inner quality metrics in accordance with the 
6 associated group of information bits. 
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7. An apparatus for forming a frame of data/ comprising: 
a processor; and 

a storage medium coupled to the processor and containing a set of 
instructions executable by the processor to:.V 

recover the at least one group of information bits when an outer quality 
metric indicates that the frame has been received correctly; and 

recover the at least one group of information bits when an inner quality 
metric corresponding to the at least one group of information bits indicates that 
the at least one group of information bits in the frame has been received 
correctly when the frame has not been received correctly. 
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8. The apparatus of claim 3 Wherein the processor recovers the at least one 
group of information bits wheryan inner quality metric corresponding to the at 
least one group of information bits indicates that the at least one group of 
information bits has been received correctly by executing a set of instructions 
to: 

determine a number/of the inner quality metrics; 
determine, for eaclr of the number of the inner quality metrics, whether a 
group of information bits corresponding to the inner quality metric has been 
received correctly; and A 

recover the at fet-one group of information bits, which were determined 
to be received correctly. 



